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Revision 3.0, 2/20/2006

Thank you for expressing an interest in the Queen Anne Historical Society’s Historical Marker Program!
Through this program, we are trying to increase public awareness of our community’s history, and create a historical database through the efforts of individual homeowners.  For you, the results of an approved application are a certificate from the Society recognizing your work, and the option to purchase a bronze marker for your home.  For the community, the results are an increased awareness of our community heritage, as well as a growing database of Queen Anne’s past that can be mined by researchers for years to come.
To be eligible for a QAHS Historical Marker, a building must be built prior to 1950 and be located in Queen Anne.  Buildings should also be fundamentally faithful to the original architecture and design, and show a well-kept and cared-for appearance.  

To apply, complete the application (a separate document) in full.  Please keep in mind that the information you gather is a permanent record on your building and will be available to historians and researchers for years to come.  When completed, submit the application and supporting documentation with at least two photographs (e.g. 1937 tax picture and current) of your building to: The Queen Anne Historical Society, P.O. Box 19432, Seattle WA 98109, or send it in Microsoft Word format to markerprogram@qahistory.org.
Application Review Process

The Historical Marker Committee meets a minimum of monthly to review applications.  We must receive your application at least one week before the meeting, and we will review the applications in the order they are received.  We will try to keep you continually apprised of its status, and the date of the next action/decision on it.
The Certificate and Historical Marker 

After the review process is completed, the Historical Marker Committee will notify you in writing of their decision.  If approved, you will receive a certificate, and you may then optionally order your marker through the Society.

The price of a new marker is $150 for members and $175 for non-members (this includes a one-year individual membership to the QAHS).  You must pay this in full before the marker is ordered.  The Society will call you when it is ready.

The Research

This application is designed to lead you step-by-step through your research.  Fill out the forms as best as you can; if the Committee needs more information, we will contact you and explain what else is needed. 
Frequently Asked Questions
Researching your building’s history for the QAHS Historical Marker Program is an exciting and rewarding learning experience.  To help get you started, here are the answers to some of the most commonly asked questions about our program.

If my application is approved, will I get a marker, or a certificate, or both?
If your application is approved, you will receive a certificate from the Queen Anne Historical Society.  The marker is optional, and there is a small fee to cover its cost (see “The Certificate and Historical Marker” section on previous page for more detail). 
How do I know if a building is eligible for a Society marker?

Buildings built prior to 1950 and located in Queen Anne are eligible.  For the purposes of the QAHS, Queen Anne’s boundaries are 15th Avenue West and Elliott Ave West on the west, the ship canal on the north, Lake Union and Westlake Avenue N on the east, and Denny Way on the south. 

What’s on the marker?

The marker will have the construction date of your house, the QAHS logo, and the phrase, “Recognized by Queen Anne Historical Society.”  It is suitable for mounting on an exterior wall of your house, or a gatepost, etc.
How much does this cost?

There is no fee to submit an application and obtain a certificate.  Buying a marker for your house is optional; the price is $150 for members of the Society and $175 for non-members (this fee includes an individual membership to the QAHS).

How long does the process take?

The entire process of researching a house, submission, approval, and obtaining a marker may take up to two months, depending on the age of your house, the number of previous owners and residents, and the timing of your application.
What happens to the researched information after my application is approved?

The information you gather is a permanent record on your home and will be available to historians and researchers for years to come.  The application and all additional information generated by your research will be filed permanently at the Society.  We plan to publish some of these house histories on our website.
How do I research my house?

See, “Sources for Historical Marker Research,” which is at the end of this document.

Sources for Historical Marker Research

How to Approach the Research

If you have never done house research before, the task may appear daunting at first.  We offer you these suggestions and observations to make your research easier:
1. The very first thing you should do is establish the chain of ownership for your house.  Since the residents of the house often were the owners, the best place to start is to review the Seattle Polk Directories.  This can usually provide the owner back to at least 1938.  Polk Directories are available at the SPL central library, as well as UW Special Collections.  The tax record at Puget Sound may have early owners listed also.  Use this list to go to the King County Recorder’s office to establish the true chain of ownership.

2. Once you have the chain of ownership, you can start filling in the details of each owner.  Some people like to research one owner at a time, while others like to research all of the owners at the same time.  Choose the method you’re most comfortable with, and the pace you find most enjoyable. 
3. You can do some research using the Web.  At the time of this writing, early Seattle photographs, King County deeds from January 1, 1976 to the present day, some US immigration records, census records, some newspaper images, and substantial genealogical records are available on the Web.  Not all of these are free; some of them require a subscription.
4. You will probably need to visit the main branch of the Seattle Public Library, the King County Records building, the University of Washington Special Collections Library, and the Seattle Department of Planning and Development (DPD) during your research.
5. Don’t expect old records to perfectly complement each other.  You may find gaps in the history of your house, and periods where the timelines or ownership details don’t quite add up.  This is normal, and sometimes you just have to note what the preponderance of the evidence indicates. 
6. The staff of the Seattle Room at the downtown Seattle Public Library can help you located the library sources listed on the checklist. 

7. Remember, you’re not the first person to research his or her own home.  Many others have done this before you, and if they can do it then you can too!
Checklist of Sources

You must copy and attach to the application all the documents used to support your claims.  For example, copies of deeds, death certificates, census records, pages from city directories, maps, etc.  Your application and information will be permanently deposited at the Queen Anne Historical Society.
· Grantor-Grantee Indexes and Deed Books (King County Recorder’s Office)

A key item in your application is to establish the chain of ownership for your property.  This is a list of all owners, starting with the first party to own the property and ending with you in the present day. 

You will do most of your work in the Recorder’s Office (Room 311) of the King County Administration building.  This is located at 500 4th Avenue in downtown Seattle, between 4th and 5th Avenues and between James and Jefferson Streets.  The time required for this stage depends on the number of times your property was sold, how far back you go, and the particulars of the transactions.  A rough estimate is to expect to need a total of eight hours of research to go back 100 years.  Bring a notebook to take notes, and some money for photocopies.
You need to know two important pieces of terminology for the Recorder’s Office.  They are, “Grantee” and “Grantor.”  In any transaction, the Grantor is the party selling a property and the Grantee is the party purchasing a property.  When you bought your house, you were the Grantee and the other party was the Grantor.
You can do the chain of ownership research from the present day and work backwards, or start from the first owner and work forwards.  Most homeowners usually find it easier to work backwards, so we wrote these instructions that way. 
The Recorder’s Office maintains a set of microfilms called, “Grantor/Grantee Indices.”  They are organized by year, and then by name.  If you know the year of a transaction, and the name of one of the parties, you can find the particulars of the transaction by looking it up in the Grantor/Grantee Indices.  Then you can use the information from the indices to order a photocopy of the actual deed.

There are also microfilm pages for more recent transactions.  The most recent transactions (since January 1, 1976) are on the Recorder’s Office web site at http://www.metrokc.gov/recelec/records/.  Most of the remainder of this section is written as though you are using the microfilm cartridges in Room 311.  But the principles are the same no matter which means of searching you use.
Let’s begin with you.  You know how you obtained the property.  When you bought your house, you were the Grantee.  The party who sold you the house was the Grantor.  To find your transaction in Recorder’s Office, do on one of the following:

· If it was recent, use the search engine at http://www.metrokc.gov/recelec/records/ to locate your deed.  You will be able to view a stored image of your deed on-line.

· Using the year of your purchase and your name, locate the appropriate microfilm cartridge in the Grantee racks, and load it into a reader.  Find the entry for your transaction in the index.  You will see the names of the Grantors listed, and the lookup information for the deed.
· Using the year of your purchase and the seller’s name, locate the appropriate microfilm cartridge in the Grantor racks, and load it into a reader.  Find the entry for the seller’s transaction in the index.  You will see your name listed as the Grantee, and the lookup information for the deed. 

Now you have the names of the sellers.  Let’s say the sellers were Mr. and Mrs. Jones.  How do you find out from whom the Jones’ bought the house?  Another way to phrase this question is, “What’s the transaction on this property for which Mr. and Mrs. Jones were the Grantee?”
To find out whom they bought it from, check the Grantee index under their name, beginning with the year of your purchase.  If you do not find a listing, go back one year and look for a listing in that year.  If you again do not find a listing, go back another year and look again.  Repeat this until you find a listing for them as the Grantee for your property!
Once you have this listing, you’ll have the names of the Grantors from whom they purchased the property.  By now, you see how this works: Take the names of the Grantors, look them up in the Grantee index, write down the information, and repeat the process until you reach the first owner of your property.  Continue to check the Grantor/Grantee indices as you trace the property back as far as possible!

With each Grantor/Grantee transaction, be sure you are recording the correct transaction.  The Grantor/Grantee indices list the book and page number of the deed book recording the transaction, and you can take this information to the Recorder’s Office window to ask for a photocopy of the deed.  You may need to do this to be sure you’re on the right path, if the writing in the Grantor/Grantee index microfilm is suspect.

It is a good idea to get photocopies of every deed anyway, because sometimes valuable and interesting information is contained on the deed itself.

If you get confused, take the time to sketch the lot and those that surround it in chronological sequence. 

As you trace the property backward, you should record the following facts:
1. Name of grantor
2. Name of grantee
3. Date of transfer
4. Block and lot no.
5. Deed record book and page number
6. Purchase price if given
For example:

Patent to Isaac Jacobs; August 22, 1808; 33 Acres including Block 197, Lots 1 and 2, Deed Book 0, page 305.

Jacob Wessell to Owen Burns; August 23, 1853; Block 197, Lots 1 and 2, Deed Book KK, page 576, $600.

Owen Burns to Oscar Parsley, et al; December 8, 1857, Block 197, Lots 1 and 2, Deed Book OO, page 474 and PP page 28 and 34, $3269.00

Oscar G. Parsley to Richard H. Gant; April 27, 1858; Block 197, Lots 1 and 2, Deed Book PP, page 405.  $2100.

Etc., to the present owner...
Once you have gathered this information, you are ready to proceed with the rest of the research.  However, you need to be aware of a few pitfalls of deed research:
1. Deeds trace property, not houses.  You may trace the property back to the founding of Queen Anne, but it does not mean that a house was there.  This only means that buildings are included in the transaction if they were on the property -- it does not mean that buildings were definitely there!  You need to read the deeds closely, and may have to pull a microfilm of the construction permit from the Seattle DPD.
2. You may have a long list of property owners, but that does not mean that they lived on the property.  Some houses were built as rental property.
3. Some people owned so much property that they take up many pages in the grantor/grantee indices.  Sometimes you run into trustees’ names, usually lawyers, who handled the property for many clients.  It is difficult to discern which property is yours.  If the date or lot number is in the index, it will help you narrow down which deed is yours, but they are often not in the index. 
4. Property is often inherited, and estate settlement can take years to resolve.  Wills and estate papers can be helpful to untangle the divisions and changes in ownership.

· Gray’s Map and Sanborn Insurance Maps (Seattle Public Library, UW Special Collections)
· City Directories 1889 to present (Seattle Public Library, UW Special Collections)

· Photographs (Seattle Public Library, Washington State Archives, UW Special Collections)

· Census and Miscellaneous Material (Seattle Public Library, Other Organizations)

We have grouped these together because they share common resources:
· The “Seattle Room” in the Central (downtown) branch of the Seattle Public Library (SPL) is a terrific resource for your research!  It contains maps, directories, photographs, newspaper clippings, school yearbooks, and all sorts of material of historical significance.  The Seattle Room is on Level 10 of the Central branch.
· The SPL also makes some local history available online, from its holdings and by listing links to other helpful organizations.  This lets you do a lot of research (or, at least narrow down your research) from home.  http://www.spl.org/default.asp?pageID=collection_db_list&dbPage=9 contains links to this information.
· The UW Special Collections library (http://www.lib.washington.edu/specialcoll/) is located in the Allen wing of the UW Suzzallo Library, and it has some of the materials found in the SPL’s Seattle Room.  In general, the SPL’s Seattle Room will probably be a more complete resource for your research, but the UW Special Collections has some holdings not found in the SPL, so a visit here is worth your time.
· The Puget Sound Regional Branch of the Washington State Archives is informally called the “Puget Sound Regional Archives.”  Among the treasures found here are photographs, taken for property tax assessments, of virtually every house that existed in Queen Anne in 1937!  Some houses were lucky enough to have had tax photos taken at other times, and these are also found here!  Their web site is http://www.secstate.wa.gov/archives/archives_puget.aspx, their address is 3000 Landerholm Circle SE, and their phone number is (425) 564-3950.
When you go to the Seattle Room and the UW Special Collections, bring a notebook and pencil for note taking (pens are not allowed!), and money for photocopies.
We suggest you start with the Seattle Room for this phase of your research.  Plan to spend at least six hours there. 

Maps

You can find these in the Seattle Room, the UW Special Collections Library, and the SPL’s local history website.
Maps that show houses are rare.  There are, however, two excellent sources for Queen Anne.  They are the Gray’s Map, 1882, which came out of Gray’s Atlas of Cities, and the Sanborn Insurance Maps.
Gray’s Maps show lot boundaries, the shape of buildings, and their position on the lot.
The Sanborn Company of New York recorded each house in major cities for insurance purposes.  Each building is drawn to proportion and situated as to how it sat on the lot.  Porches, windows, building materials and other architectural features are visible on the maps.  The Sanborn maps are a great source for narrowing down when your house was built.  For example, if your house does not appear on the 1898 map, but shows up on the 1904 map, you have narrowed down the construction date to between those years.

City Directories (Polk Directories)
You can find these in the “Seattle Room” at SPL and at the UW Special Collections Library.
As the largest city in Washington for over 100 years, Seattle had numerous city directories.  If your house shows up in one but not in the previous one, you have narrowed down the date of construction.
The city directories are also your best resource for occupation of the inhabitant(s)!  Following a person through the directories gives insight into his or her careers.  They changed jobs as often as we do today.  The Historical Marker Committee requires a complete list of the occupants of the house and prefers to use the occupation of the first owner at the time the house was constructed.  You should record this information carefully.  For example:

1905-06: not listed

1907-08: E.P. Laird, civil engineer

1909-10: Jake Solomon

1911-12: no street index

1913-14: no street index

1915-16: Henry L. Taylor, salesman

1917-18: John A, Ryan, Supt. Wilmington 

Marine Railway

1919-20: not listed

1922: Ludwig Leiner, clerk US Engineer’s Office

1924: Ludwig Leiner, inspector US Engineer’s Office

1926: Ludwig Leiner, inspector US Engineer’s Office

1928: Ludwig Leiner, (Katie)

1932-52: Ludwig Leiner, (Katie)

1953-69: Ludwig Leiner, (Katie)

As valuable as they are, city directories have the following pitfalls:

1. Street indices do not appear until 1938.  This is where names become very valuable.  If you know who owned the property, you can check the directory by name.  If the property was rental, a check of property owners will not show up at that address.  The only option is to look through the directory for your address, page by page.  
2. Remember that the city directories are prepared about one year before they are printed.  This may prove an earlier date for your house.

3. The early directories did not often list women and children unless they were the sole inhabitants of the house.  By the early 20th century, children were often listed if they were older and living at home.
4. Sometimes, particularly in the older directories, people were listed as living in a boarding house or hotel with no address given.
Photographs

Photographs of your building are very exciting, if you can find them.
The first resource you should contact is the Puget Sound Regional Archives.  If your house existed in 1937, they very likely have a property tax photograph of your house on file.  You can order reprints in various sizes.  They may also have tax role information on your house.
You can also find photographs in collections held by the Seattle Municipal Archives, Washington State Archives, Washington State Historical Society, and other organizations.  You can also get lucky by searching the archives of organizations such as the Seattle Public Schools (if your house is close to a public school, it may be in the background of a school photograph) or general photographic collections of Seattle (if your house is near a landmark or notable intersection).  A very good page with links to these and other collections is SPL’s http://www.spl.org/default.asp?pageID=collection_db_list&dbPage=9 page.  
Miscellaneous Material

There are too many sources of potential information on your house and its past occupants to list here.  School yearbooks may contain photographs and names of children; newspaper clippings can describe a former occupant; any one book about one era in Seattle’s history just might contain a photograph or relevant information about your home.
The vast majority of this information is not searchable on-line, and never will be in our lifetime.  The only way to discover and uncover this information is to “dig.”
Walk the rows of the “Seattle Room” shelves and scan the book titles.  If you see a book or index that might contain a gold nugget of information, take it off the shelf and take a look!
· Building Permits (Seattle DPD)
The Seattle Department of Planning & Development (née DCLU) Microfilm Library is a storehouse for historical records of development permits (and related documents), plans, and code violations for properties from the 1890’s to the present.  The Microfilm Library is located in the Public Resource Center at 700 5th Ave, Suite 2000.  See http://www.cityofseattle.net/dclu/PRC/microfilm.htm for more information, or call them at (206)233-5180. 
· Newspapers and Newspaper Obituaries (Seattle Public Library)
Newspapers are a great source of information about houses and people.  In the 1880s and 1890s, newspapers listed building permits.  They often listed a write-up about the architect and the building.  Because there are few complete newspaper indices, you may have to search each page near the date you believe your house was built.
Newspapers also listed funerals held in the home, deaths occurring in the home, or visits from friends and relatives.  Obituaries often had information about birth and death dates, military service, occupation, civic work, fraternal club memberships, religious affiliation, immigration history, and family members.  If a person leaves Queen Anne after living here many years, their obituary will appear in the local newspaper and will tell of their life in Queen Anne and the area to which they relocated.

This information can also be found on the web.  For example, http://www.newspaperarchive.com/. 
· Birth, Death and Marriage Certificates (King County Recorder’s Office)
Washington did not officially record births and deaths until July 1907...  If your occupant died after that date, their death certificates can be very helpful.  The place of birth, name of spouse and cause of death are usually given.  The Historical Marker Committee requires information about the husband and wife if they were joint owners.  King County marriage indexes and certificates are also available at the King County Recorder’s Office.  Puget Sound Regional Archives also has some birth, marriage, and death records.  Dates vary. 
This information can also sometimes be found on the web.  For example, http://www.obitcentral.com/. 
· Social Security Death Index (RootsWeb.com)
The Social Security Death Index is a good tool for gathering initial information about when an individual was born, died, and their last residence.  There are many sources for this; a free one is at http://www.rootsweb.com. 
· Census Records (Seattle Public Library, many other sources)
Census records give birth dates and occupations of residents, and often contain other interesting demographic information.  They can often be helpful in finding construction dates.  Early city censuses were taken block-by-block, and later censuses lists streets by name.  You can use the earlier censuses to verify residents listed in the city directories.  Even if not conclusive proof, it provides a terrific clue for hard to research houses.
Good sources of census tools and information are at http://www.census-online.com/, http://www.ancestry.com/, and http://www.censusfinder.com/, Heritage Quest online (logging on through SPL).  You can do census research online at these and other web sites, or by visiting the National Archives and Records Administration’s (NARA’s) Pacific Alaska Region facility at 6125 Sand Point Way NE.  For more information, see http://www.archives.gov/facilities/wa/seattle.html.  
· Local History Books (Library)
Local history books can tell you much about the residents and the time and place in which they lived.  Many families who built houses lived in the community for generations.  They had businesses, served as civic and church leaders, were members of clubs, and left their mark on the community.  If you get a clue from an obituary or other source, follow up on that lead in a local history book.  There are also many good books on historic architecture in Seattle, and you can consult them to better understand the style of your house, which can make your search more interesting and give insight into the residents.

· Descendants and Neighbors
Many families who built these houses lived here a long time, and many are still here.  Seek out their descendants.  They may have photographs of the house or of the people who lived there, and they may be able to tell you stories about the residents or give you clues as to where to look next.

Often neighbors have lived in nearby houses for generations.  Talk to them about the former residents they can remember, or ask if they can remember if the house was altered in any way over the years.

· Former Historical Marker Applications (Queen Anne Historical Society)
Other marker applications may relate to your house or residents, and so may help your research. 

Putting It All Together

Although not required, we suggest that you assemble a historical chronology of the building and the owner, and include it with your application.  Once you have gathered the information and copied all the important deeds, city directory pages, obituaries, marriage certificates, cemetery information, tax lists, maps, pages from local history books, and so on, you can construct a history of the house.  Tying together the events concerning the house and its occupants will assemble a story of the house, who built it, and what they did for a living.  The chronology will bring the past occupants to life, and they will tell you a great deal about the social fabric of this one piece of property, the neighborhood, and the city.
Following is a flow chart of the historical marker process.
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